Department of Toxic Substances Control Permit Writer Instructions - Closures

1.0 - PURPOSE AND ORGANIZATION @

PURPOSE:

The purpose of these indructionsisto serve as a desktop reference for each Department of Toxic Substances
Control (Department) permit writer that is required to review and gpprove atreatment and/or storage (T&S)
closure plan. It isnoted that these instructions focus specificaly on treetment/storage facilities that plan to
"clean” close. Previous guidance written by the Department covered dl types of closures such asland disposd,
waste piles, land trestment, incinerators and open burn/open detonation. These ingructions should answer the
following basic questions.

1. What are the steps (procedures) that should be followed in reviewing and gpproving atrestment/storage facility
closure plan?

2. Whoisresponsible for each step?

3. When should each step take place?

4. What isincluded in each portion of the plan?

5. What happens after aclosure plan is approved?

At this point it isimportant to clarify what these ingtructions are not:

* A guidance manud to owners or operators on how to prepare aclosure plan.

* A complete reference summary of dl technica guidance written on the subject of clean dlosure.

Aswith any desktop reference Saff are encouraged to insert update guidance (policy memoas, profs notes, etc.)
thet pertain to each step. The Department also plansto maintain these instructions by holding quarterly meetings
of supervisory staff to review/updateit.

Theseingructions are limited to review of closure plansfor trestment/storage facilities. Mogt of these facilities
planto "clean" close when they either cease operations or revert to generator Satus. It isan exceptiona Stuation
for atreatment and storage facility to know in advance that they will leave hazardous wastes in the soil or
groundwaeter thus subjecting them to post-closure regulations. Guidance on the subject of post-closure (i.e., "non-
clean closure") is not provided and staff must use available guidance which has not been included in these
ingtructions.

Theseingtructions are to be used by the permit writer in the following Stuations:

1. During the review of the closure plan section of aPart B permit gpplication. Note: the Permit Writers
Ingtructions, Chapter 9.9 refersto these ingtructions for guidance.

2. Aninterim status facility has decided to cease operations or revert to generator status.

3. Thefacility has been forced to submit a closure plan for the Department's review viaan enforcement order.
Thisisusudly in response to aviolation of an interim status document.

4. A fadlity has decided to substantially change their aready agpproved closure plan.

It should be noted that Cdifornia Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Section 66265.112(d)(1) wasrevised in
July 1991 wherein a T& Sfacility with interim statusis no longer required to submit a closure plan for the
Department's review/approvd if the closureispartid. A closure plan is required to be submitted only if al or the
remaining treetment and storage units are being closed. This closure plan must address both previoudy closed and
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remaining to be closed trestment and storage units. Partia closure plans must il be submitted for the
Department's review for surface impoundments, waste piles, land trestment units and landfills.

HOW THESE

Chapter 1 -

Chapter 2 -

Chapter 3 -

Chapter 4 -

Chapter 5-

Chapter 6 -

INSTRUCTIONS ARE ORGANIZED:

This chapter describes when these ingtructions should be used, i.e., for what type of closures,
why these instructions were written, and how it should be used.

The overdl treetment and storage closure processis described in a stepwise fashion so that
steff are aware of what must be done, when and by whom. Thisincludesthe Cdifornia
Environmenta Qudity Act (CEQA) review which should occur concurrently with the closure
plan review.

This describes what information should beincluded in a T& S cdlosure plan.

This chapter provides guidance on what procedures must be followed onceit has been
determined that the closure plan istechnicaly adeguate and CEQA has been completed.

Oncethefina closure plan is approved, this chapter details what the Department's
involvement should be while the facility isimplementing the gpproved closure plan.

Upon completion of the implementation of the closure plan, this chapter details what should
be submitted to the Department for gpprova of the facility's closure certification.
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